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Throughout our critical forum discussions, many important and relevant issues have influenced the study and teaching of multicultural literature. These issues have also created many questions, that we as a community of students and educators, have attempted to answer through conversation and collaboration. What is multicultural literature and who should be included in its canons? Which theoretical perspective, liberal multiculturalism or cultural multiculturalism, is most appropriate and beneficial for analyzing multicultural literature? These multicultural issues are exposed and explored  through the discussion and discourse fostered by each critical forum. 


Multicultural literature is considered to be “literature written by non-white ethnic minorities in the United States.” This determination creates many problematic issues for canonical inclusion, such as which ethnic cultures should be granted admittance, which should be excluded and who gets to make the decisions. Multicultural literature's most basic function is to broaden our minds, similar to the way traveling serves to broaden our global perspectives. In this way, multicultural literature creates social and cultural awareness in the classroom and in our daily lives. When we add the perspectives of liberal multiculturalism and cultural multiculturalism to the study of multicultural literature, we find that these views have a tendency to confuse and complicate our thoughts on literature in general. Couldn't liberal and cultural multiculturalism be utilized to analyze all canons of literature, not multicultural texts exclusively? These different methods of exploring multiculturalism tends to ignore the equally important aspects of aestheticism that are in essential to understanding any piece of literature. 
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Structure, form, and style are largely ignored in the discussion of analyzing multicultural literature. While liberal multiculturalism as applied to multicultural texts tends to marginalize different minority's experiences, critical multiculturalism brings our own cultural background as readers, into focus. This centering changes our appreciation and understanding of multicultural literature. 


As our critical forum discussions proceeded, we continued our application of liberal and critical multiculturalism with an eye on its value for teaching multicultural literature in a classroom setting. Both perspectives can be extremely useful to educators, not only when teaching multicultural literature but in other genres of education such as history, social studies, political sciences, and art. A consensus was reached through our many discussions that multicultural literature should be introduced to students by utilizing liberal multiculturalism analysis first. As the students become comfortable with discussing universal cultural issues, the more complicated and diverse lens of critical multiculturalism can be applied to multicultural texts. If an educator were to exclude liberal and critical multiculturalism from the discussion of multicultural literature, racism and segregation would be allowed to flourish in the classroom. To think, we can take a step towards embracing racial differences globally by reading multicultural literature and teaching it to others! 


As critical readers and instructors, we can also employ liberal and critical multiculturalism to explore universal and particular cultural themes that are found throughout multicultural literature. Universal themes can serve to simplify a cultural text and make it easier for us, as members outside that culture, to recognize thematic intersections and therefor ultimately identify with the text. These intersections of issues between different culture's literature, create a feeling of familiarity for us because commonality breeds comfort. However, if we focus on the universal themes in multicultural literature, we may miss other important aspects of the text, characters, and situations presented to us. 
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 We must also take into consideration that some essential themes in multicultural literature can not be universal. For example, Alvarez's characters struggle with their particular cultural identity as a “mix of Catholicism and agnosticism, Hispanic and American styles.” This particular cultural background, combined with gender, is not a universal theme of identity. It can only be appreciated when we view it as separate and different from all other cultural experiences. Understanding why many multicultural themes can be universal and culturally particular can only improve our comprehension of multicultural literature, and our appreciation for it. 


While we will always, by nature of our ethnic backgrounds, have a emic understanding of most multicultural literature, we have exposed and explored its important and relevant issues through the discussion and discourse fostered by each critical forum. By studying universal and particular cultural themes we, as students and educators, can reach a balance of liberal and critical multiculturalism with which to analyze and teach multicultural literature. 
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